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1. (origy): 
An apparatus comprising: 

a coVfigurable link which p^mits 

a firsk level of access if a computer's central processing unit (CPU) is in a first power 
management state; and 

a secon\j level of access if the computer's CPU is in a second power management state. 

2. (original): 

The device of Waim 1, wherein the first power management state and the second power 
management sta^c each comprises a set of power management states. 

3. (original); 

The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 

a first peripheralttevice communicatively coiq)led to the configurable hnk wherein the 
first level of access the peripheral device is capable of operating as a conventional 
peripheral device. 

4. (original): 

The apparatus of claim 1, turtiier comprising: 

a first peripheral device\communicatively coupled to the configurable link wherein the 
second level of access tWe peripheral device is capable of operating as the default bus 
master for the computer M^ithout assistance fiom the CPU. 

5. (currently amended): 

The apparatus of claim 4, wher^n a peripheral device coupled to the configurable link causes 
the configurable link to operate i)a the second level of access when the CPU is in a second 
power management-atat e state. 

6. (currently amended); 

The ^aratus of claim 1, wherein I fl e geoond power monagcmont otato t he computer's CPU 
is m a sleeping stat e in the second p Avft r manag ement r^^<^ 
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7. (onWl): 

The toparatus of claim 1. wherein the second power management state includes power 
modes S3-S5 as defined in the Advanced Configuration and Power Interface (ACPI) 
specification. 

8. (currently amended): 

The appjjmtus of claim 1, wherein th e s e oond level of occcss - t he transfer rate over the 
configurate link in the second level c^fBcc^n is different than in the fir^t level of access. 

9. (original): 
The ^parat^JS of claim 1, fUrther comprising: 

a first peripheral device coupled to the configurable link; and 

an input/o\itput hub communicatively coupling the configurable link and the centra! 
processingynit (CPU). 

10. (currently amended): 

The apparams oflclaim 9. wherein th e firot Iot^oI of accono, t he CPU manages the input/output 
hub to control communications to and fi-om the first peripheral devic e in the first level of 
access . * " 

11. (currently amend 

The apparatus of clailp 9, wherein tfas oocond lovol of aooogg, the configurable link enables 
^ first peripheral deWce to manage the input/output hub to control communications to and 
nom the first peripherid device in the second level of access . 

12. (original): 
The ^aratus of claim 9\fiirther comprising 

a second peripheral device communicatively coupled to the input/output hub. 

13. (currently amended): 

The qjparatus of claim 12, Wherein the oocond lovol of Qccc3a, - t he first peripheral device can 
commumcate directly with thfc second peripheral device without assistance torn the CPU in 
the second le vel of acceBR . ^ 

14. (original): 
A method comprising: 

configuring a link to provide k first level of access to a computer's resources if the 
computer's central prooessingVinit (CPU) is in a first power management state; and 

configuring the link to provided second level of access to the computer's resources if the 
computer's CPU is in a second Aower management state. 
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15. (original): 

The method of claim 14, iurther comprising; 

couWig a peripheral device to the configurable link wherein the second level of access 
the pteripheral device is capable of operating as the default bus master for the computer. 

16. (currently amended): 

The methou of claim 15, wherein tho first lo^'cl of aoooos t he peripheral is capable of 
operating ai a conventional peripheral devic e in the first level of access . 

17. (cuirently amended); 

The method oVclaim 14, wherein th e aeoond powor monagomont atato t he computer's CPU is 
in a sleeping s^te in the second powe r management state. 

18. (original): 

The method of cl^ 14, wheorein the second power management state includes power modes 
S3-S5 as defined in the Advanced Configuration and Power Interface (ACPI) specification. 

19. (original): 

The method of claim wherein a peripheral device coupled to the configurable hnk causes 
the configurable hnk h operate in the second level of access when the CPU is in a second 
power management sta(e. 

20. (origmal): 

The method of claim 14, Wherein configuring the link to provide a second level of access 
also requires configuring dn input/output hub to which the link couples to allow the 
peripheral device to becomlf the default bus master. 

21. (original): 
A system, comprising: 

a sub-system to detect the jJbwer management state of a central processor; 

a sub-system to determine whether the central processor is in a first power management 
state or a second power management state; 

a sub-system to allow the centAl processor to manage data flow over an input/ou^ut hub 
if the central processor is in a fifst power management state; and 

a sub-system to configure a link dpuphng the input/output hub to a firet peripheral device 
to allow the first peripheral devicdto manage data flow over the hub if the central 
processor is in a second power management state. 

22. (original): 
The system of claim 21, further comprisit 
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a sub-system to initiate a data transfer &om the fiist peripheral device if the central 
processor is in uie second power management state. 

23. (original): 

The system of claim 21, further comprising: 

a sub-system to buffer data at the first peripheral device if the central pnxiessor is in the 
second power management state. 

24. (original): 

The system of claim 2 1 , Arther comprising: 

a sub-system to allow ^e first peripheral device to directly access and communicate with 
a second peripheral device without assistance from the Central processor. 

25. (original): 

The system of claim 21, fiirtheJt comprising: 

a sub-system to delay the central processor from transitioning from the second power 
management state to the firstVower management state. 
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